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Brownsville, Texas June 10th (1866)
Sunday morning 9 o' clock
Dear Mother,
Although there is no steamer in port I will try and write you and then I shall be
sure and have a letter ready to send when she does arrive. We expect the "Crescent" will
be reparted off Brazos to day. She is over her time now so we are looking for her
everyday. Mr. and Mrs. Plato have been at Brazos a number of day, their little girl has
been very sick and they went there to bathe her in the sa · water - if she does not
improve I would not be surprised if they went North by another steamer and left Warren
to close up here. We shall all be ready to leave by the 25 th of the month probably, if you
answer this letter you had better direct it to Chicago for I do not think it would reach me
even at New Orleans. We shall make a very short stay at home not more than two or
three days and from there I would like to go directly to Philadelphia and this by way of
New York to Boston and Campton. I shall make very short stop until I arrive at
Grandmother for the friends at Lowell and Boston we can see on our return. This is the
route I would like very much to take but Warren's mother would never forgive me I don't
think if I was to pass her when so near as I would be at Harrisburg, so I hardly know what
to do but think that probably I shall run down to Baltimore for a few days and then go
directly to N.H. The best I can possibly do I expect it will be the last of July before I am
with you. We can return in two weeks to Chicago and allowing another week before we
get to Baltimore and another week to arrive at Boston. So think I cannot possibly be with
you until four weeks from the time we leave here. I have been very busy sewing since
we left off keeping house have got me a new linen traveling dress very nearly done,
besides other thin dresses for the summer. I have me a new silk and my purple needs
making over very badly but I shall leave them all and have them made in Boston, am
coming on with nothing but plain clothes and have my nice things made there. You
would laugh to see the styles of dress here but we receive the ladies books every month
so can keep posted as to your northern fashions. I am doing my hair up in the coil but do
not wave the front as yet from the fact that I most always forget to put on my crimpers at
night.
We were out riding yesterday went way out of town some five miles, passed a
number of "Greaser" populations but they offered no violence.
The most brutal murder that we have heard of yet happened about a week ago. Dr.
Morse the medical director of this district was going out to some of the Ranches out of
town to visit a patient with only one orderly and unarmed. The orderly was a little way
behind and when he came around a bend in the road saw three Mexicans standing over
the Dr. They had lassoed him and then executed him. They fired a No of shots after the
orderly but he escaped from them and got back to town. There were about fifty persons
started right out and they found the body dragged to one side of the road and then
pursued the murderers. They over took them about fifteen miles off and brought them
here. They are now lying in jail awaiting their trial - There was a soldier executed here
last Friday for murder. I was never so near an execution before and never want to be
again. Our house that we board in is right on one comer of the plaza or like Grandpa's
house and the old common in Campton. The gallows was erected in the center of that but
there were two very large trees that hid it from my windows but by stepping onto the
front porch we were within full view. I watched the military assemble when the

procession with the prisoner came in sight retreated to my room they passed right in front
of the house so I saw the prisoner in the cart it was an awful sad thing. I heard the drop
distinctly for I know the sound. Col. Plato took us out there one evening in the carriage
and raised and lowered it a number of time to see that it was all right. I knew the sound
at once and you don ' t know how it made me feel. Warren stood on the porch and saw it
all. I went out and saw the body hanging it was a terrible sight and one that I will never
be any where near again. There are three men to be hung on the 22 nd of this month if we
do not get away I shall go away from home. Although these are Mexicans and I would
not feel so bad to see them go as I did this poor soldier - Warren is not feeling very well
today and has been at home all the morning and lying in bed. He took some medicine last
night and it has left him feeling rather weak. We have both enjoyed very good health
ever since we came here and I think Texas one of the healthiest places in the United
States. Although we are in the poorest part of it it is very pleasant and healthy here. I do
not feel the heat here as much I don't think as I do at home for there is always a cool
breeze blessing. It is not pleasant to go out in the middle of the day for the sun is so
powerful but by four o'clock in the afternoon it is cool and delightful and we rest good all
night. You know at home sometimes it is so oppressive at night we cannot sleep, but no
one is troubled that way here on the whole think I can be contented to live here for about
five years if Warren should be doing very well in his business. I am expecting a letter
from you by every steamer. I want to hear so much of how you stood your journey and
how you have left things at home for Pa never writes anything of what I want to know
and by the way I will tell you a secret if you promise not to write any thing about it. So
Warren has had Pa a cane made of ebony taken from the battle field of the "Resaca" in
this last war too - Col Ford who fought the last battles of his was is living here in
Brownsville and I like him ever so much as a perfect gentleman and he says he fought
form principle although he knew from the first that the South would never win, and he
told them so from the first. He is an old Indian fighter and knows every by path all
through Texas. We visit at their house and they come and see us and it would do you
good to hear him talk.
Well I think I have spun out quite a yarn but let me see I forgot to finish about the
cane. Warren had a plain silver top put on it with "Enoch Colby from W.G. P." we
thought Pa would prize it coming from the place it did even if it was not so very
handsome. We would have liked to had a gold head but could not afford it hardly Hoping you will receive this all right and answer me to Chicago. I am as every Your
affectionate Daughter Acea
Love to all the relatives and friends. Grandma more than all the rest.

